Launching the baby Columbias. Birth of spinoff chains LifePoint and Triad marks company's new focus on core operations.
This week marks a turning point for Columbia/HCA Healthcare Corp. The company that just a few years ago was gobbling up hospitals is now set to shed 56 facilities through two spinoffs-Triad Hospitals and LifePoint Hospitals. But observers say the spinoffs are good news for both Columbia and its offspring.